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1 . 1 PAID AN INITIAL CALL ON NEW FONMIN FORLANI AUGUST 5. 

FORLANI IS OLD FRIEND FROM HIS DAYS AS MINISTER OF DEFENSE 
AND I SPENT WELL OVER AN HOUR WITH HIM. 

2. FOLLOWING THE AMENITIES, AND AS FIRST ITEM OF BUSINESS, 

I EXPRESSED OUR DISAPPOINTMENT AT GOI'S FAILURE TO DAMPEN 
PRESS SPECULATION TO EFFECT US AND NATO INVOLVED WITH ICMESA 
TCDD PROBLEM NEAR MILAN. GOI'S FAILURE TO PLACE TRAGEDY IN ITS 
PROPER PERSPECTIVE PUBLICLY IN FACE OF DISTORTED AND OUT- 
RAGIOUSLY ERRONEOUS PRESS REPORTS LED TO AUGUST 3 EXPRESSO 
ARTICLE WHICH WENT SO FAR AS TO INVENT A NATO RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR AND BY CLEAR IMPLICATION US INVOLVEMENT IN THE ACCIDENT. 

I STRESSED TO FORLANI THAT I HAD RECEIVED THREE TELEPHONE CALLS 
FROM THREE DIFFERENT MINISTERIES ASKING FOR HELP, AND THE GOI 
SHOULD MAKE IT CLEAR TO PRESS THAT ALLIANCE AND US BECAME 
INVOLVED ONLY IN RESPONSE TO DIRECT REQUEST FROM GOI. 

3. 1 INDICATED FURTHER THAT WE WERE SHOCKED THAT A DC GOVER- 
NMENT INVITED A DOCTOR FROM HANOI TO HELP. THAT IS AN EMB- 
ARRASSMENT TO US. FORLANI SAID MINISTER OF HEALTH DEL FALCO 
WAS MANEUVERED INTO CORNER BY TWO PCI SENATORS AND GIVEN THE 
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REFUSE TO INVITE THE VIETNAMESE. FORTUNATELY, RESPONSE FROM 
HANOI HAD BEEN RECEIVED TO EFFECT THERE LITTLE VIETNAMESE 
DOCTOR COULD DO AND THAT IF 

HE DID COME, IT WOULD NOT BE BEFORE OCTOBER. I TOLD FORLANI 
INVITATION WOULD NOT SET WELL WITH ITALY'S FRIENDS IN WASHING- 
TON. FORLANI SAID HE APPRECIATED OUR EMBARRASSMENT BUT SAID 
THAT ONCE THINGS SETTLE DOWN THERE WILL BE TIME TO INFORM 
HANOI THAT THE ITALIANS HAVE A PLAN AND THAT THERE IS NO 
NEED FOR THE VIETNAMESE TO COME.VOLPE 
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